[Interstitial cells of Cajal and their pacemaker function].
Interstitial cells of Cajal are known more than 100 years. These cells are proved now as slow wave pacesetters. Ultrastructure and physiologic pacemaker's activity is well described by many authors. Dysfunction of these cells is associated with different pathological states in gastrointestinal tract. Strong relationships between GI motility diseases and qualitative and quantitative changes of ICC are observed. Nowadays most of the gastroenterologists agree that evaluation of these cells should become routine diagnostic procedure. We gave a short review of recent achievements and ideas on interstitial cells of Cajal function in gastroenterology.